
2009 LINDA JEWELL MEMORIAL ESSAY CONTEST 
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

IN THE 
EDMONDS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Seven $50 prizes will be awarded for the best essay on one of the topics listed below. 

Essays should be 500 or more words in length and will be judged on the basis of originality and scored 
according to the Edmonds School District Expository Writing guidelines. 

Identify your entry with your name, grade, your teacher's name and the name of your school. All 
essays should be double-spaced and each page should be titled and numbered. Handwritten essays are 
acceptable if written in ink, are legible and are double spaced. Talk to your family, friends and 
teachers about these topics. Be sure to identify your sources when quoting facts o r  ideas. An essay can 
be disqualified if sources are not identifred. 

Deadline for submission to your teacher is Thursdav. March 26,2009. Winners will be announced 
Mondav, Mav 25,2009. Winners may be asked for permission to publish essays on the Peace Action 
web site. 

Essays will be judged by a group from Peace Action of Snohomish County. If you have questions about 
the contest, you may call Mrs. Fiege at  (425)481-4917, or Mrs. Singh at (425)483-1861. 

ESSAY CONTEST TOPICS 

1. Write a letter to President BarackObama @ww.wbitehouse.~ov) telling him what you think his 
three priorities should be. Explain why these three issues are important to you. 

2. Does the U.S. adhere to the Nuclear Proliferation Treaty? Do some background research so you 
can explain your answer. 

3. On the Olympic Peninsula of our state, community groups oppose random roadblocks 
conducted by law enforcement agencies under the umbrella of Homeland Security. The 
community groups cite invasion of privacy and unwarranted searches. How can we balance 
national security with civil liberties? 

4. Many individuals work to create a better world. Paul Farmer delivers medical care in Haiti and 
other impoverished areas (m . Greg Mortenson builds schools in remote Pakistan 
and Afghanistan (www.~rwmortenson.or&, and Nicholas Negroponte works to provide laptop 
computers to Third-World children (www.onelaptoD.ore). These are only three good examples. 
Do you have a good idea to make the world better? Tell us about it. 
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peace essay contest 
Eleven Edrnorlds nuddle- 

school students recently illere 
named winners of the 13th an- 
nual Linda Jew& Memorial 
Essay Contest sponsored by the 
Ehonds-based Snohornish 
County Peace Action group. 

The five first-place winners re- 
ceived $50 each. The six second- 
place winners received $25 each. 

\ V i e r s  from College Place 
Middle SchooI are: firs: place, 
Rscal Cloutier and Kirsten 
Pierce; second place, Sydney 
Bennett and Krista Rue. 

Winners from Madrona K-8 
School are: first place, Amy Fair, 
Grace DeMun and Maryalice 
Weed; second place, Alan Carter, 
Abby Corner, Carson Lipscomb 
and Nils Odegaard. Honorable 
mention %vent to Brian Mguyen. 

The essay contest was started 
by Linda Jawell, who was a teach- 
ing assistant at  College Place 
'Lliddle School. After she died 
of cancer in 1999, Peace Action 
r~amed the contest in her l~onor. 

Students wrote essays on the 
foFuUswing topics: the history and 
contributioris of immigrants to 
the US., the effects of Middle 
Ages historical events on today, 
the constitution and presicien- 
tial signing statements, or the 
impact of population growth on 
Puger Sound. 


